
EDWARD PURDY STADLER

November 26, 1934 – September 26, 2014

It was Ed's idea to start a newsletter for our class of 1952 after our 50th reunion.
His vision for the publication was to keep our classmates informed not only on goings on in 
Tulsa, but to help keep each other up to date on our activities, no matter where in the 
world we lived.  Through the years, the format of our Newsletter may have changed from 
the frst black and white edition to it's present form, but the mission has not changed and 
with Ed's guidance it has done a great job of keeping our members up to date on what 
they have done. 

He attended Wilson Jr. High, Central High School and graduated from Will Rogers. 
He and his family were active members of Boston Avenue United Methodist Church.  He 
attended Tulsa University and was a member of Kappa Alpha Fraternity.  After College he 
was in the U. S. Army and served in Germany for two years.

His artistic talents led to the career positions of Art Director for the Oil and Gas 
Journal for 17 years, and for (SEG), Society of Exploration of Geophysicists, until 
retirement.  He is loved and remembered for his dry, wry wit, sensitivity, loyalty, love of 
nostalgia, his Christian Faith which drew him into serving through missions and senior adult 
leadership positions in Asbury UMC.  Before and during his illness he was steadfast in 
daily prayer time for family, friends, China and the world.



He was preceded in death by his parents A. F. Stadler, Alice G. (Purdy) Stadler and 
his son, Anthony Edward Stadler.  He is survived by his loving wife, Joanne, one daughter, 
one son, three step-children, eleven grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Joanne is going to continue with our newsletter staff as we strive to keep you up to 
date on news of our classmates.  Remembrances may be made to Mission Outreach Asbury 
UMC, American Cancer Society or a charity of your choice.  We will all miss Ed and his 
vision for this publication.

Warren Cox
  

GOLDIE IS DEAD
Goldie D. Crow died September 8, 2014 in 

Tulsa Oklahoma.  She was 87 years old.  Goldie 
was a very remarkable woman, although no 
moment of silence was observed for her on the 
New York Stock Exchange.  I know of no fags 
fown at half mast to honor her.

In 1962, Goldie was a waitress at a six-
table restaurant, Tommy's Patio Grill, adjoining 
the pro shop of the old Par 3 golf course near 
51st Street and Lewis Ave.  As the story goes, 
the owner of Tommy's told Goldie if she could 
raise the cash, he would sell her the restaurant for $3,000.00.  Shortly before this, 
Goodies husband, Melvin Crow had been laid off by the Douglas Aircraft Co. plant in Tulsa. 
Melvin found a job as an electrician on the Nike Missile project in Roswell N. M. and Bill 
Crow, Goldie's son, graduated from high school.

Goldie borrowed the money, perfected her 
recipes and put Bill to work as the cook.  
Business took off so fast, Goldie called 
Melvin and told him to come home and 
start cooking.  Goldie and Melvin changed 
the name of the restaurant to “Goldie's 
Patio Grill” and it became one of the most 
revered burger, chili, and steak places in 
Tulsa.

Today there are 10 Goldie's locations, including three franchises.  Bill Crow and two 
of his grown children, Steve Crow and Kim McGinnis still work with each store manager on 
a daily basis.  Goldie's frst franchise store in 1985 was in Edmond and owned by Barry 
Switzer, Ron Shotts and Dave Davenport.  They owned it for 20 years.  The golf course 
went out of business in the mid 1970's to make way for apartments and the original 
restaurant keap expanding, which accounts 
for the quirkiness of the layout.  The little 
room to the left when you walk in was the 
old pro shop.  Today there are seven 
company-owned stores – Claremore, Owasso, 
Broken Arrow, and four in Tulsa and 
franchises in Bartlesville, Edmond and Pryor.

Although many items have been added 
to the menu over the years, the backbone of 
the business – burgers, sandwiches, steaks, 
hot dogs, pickles, and cole slaw – hasn't 
changed.  Meat is cooked to order, so the 
charburger steaks, stuffed with cheese and diced onions, are juicy and favorful.  The 



steaks are topped with melted swiss cheese and sauteed mushrooms.  The burgers have a 
distinctive charbroiled favor, with added lettuce and tomatoes available at the pickle bar. 
The complimentary pickle bar was established about 1980, which was the idea of Bill Crow. 
The much-loved cole slaw is made from Goldie's original recipe.  It is GREAT!  Goldie sold 
sidewalk sundays in early days in paper cups with wooden spoons.

Bill Crow graduated with a restaurant management degree from Oklahoma State 
University in 1960.  Eventually, Bill's sister Kim Crow McGinis and Bill's son, Steve, who 
graduated from OSU with a business degree in 1987, joined the business.  Goldie Crow had 
been retired for a number of years prior to her death.  Melvin died in 2000.

Bill and Tess Northcutt

THE WHALE OF CATOOSA, OKLAHOMA

Picture from other source
A whale in Oklahoma?  Uh huh! It is located just east of Tulsa - a “must see” 

attraction on Route 66.  How many of you have been there?  Although it was built in the 
early ‘70’s many of us who were still in and around Tulsa have enjoyed this “whale of a 
swimming hole.”  A recent article in the Tulsa World by Jimmie Tramel recalled an 
“unexpected” short visit with Paul McCartney there that brought back some fond 
memories of this unique icon.  During our “hot” Tulsa summers, we have taken our children 
swimming in the small spring fed pond with the sandy banks adjacent to the man-made 
whale.  We watched them jump off the whale’s tail, go down the slide, and play in the 
cool water.  We have visited the small zoo, enjoyed the concession stands, and had picnics 
on the tables provided.

Some of us wondered how, when and why this whale had come to life?  Research 
unfolds an interesting story.  The property was owned by Hugh Davis who was director of 
the Tulsa Zoo.  In the early ‘70’s he wanted to surprise his wife, Zelta (who collected 
whale fgurines) with a unique anniversary gift.  Hugh created this 20 foot tall and 80-
foot-long sperm whale.  With the help of his brother-in-law, over a 2 year period, built it 
out of pipe and concrete (hand mixed and applied by hand - one 5 gallon bucket at a 
time) in a small pond on Hugh’s property.  It was completed in 1972.  He intended it just 
for their family with a diving board on the tail and a slide coming out of its head. 
However, by the mid ‘70’s, Hugh had enlarged the swimming hole, added an Animal Reptile 
Kingdom (housed in a replica of Noah’s Ark) and a Trading Post with the smiling whale as 
the main attraction.  The Arrowood Trading post across the highway was run by Hugh’s 
brother-in-law, Chief Wolf-Robe Hunt, an Acoma Indian, who was famous in his own right 
for his Indian paintings and as a highly skilled silversmith.

As their children grew up, Hugh and Zelta were unable to continue managing the 
attraction so they fnally closed it to the public in 1988.  Hugh passed away in 1990 and 
Zelda followed in 2001.  His daughter Dee Dee’s description of her father is as follows: 
“Hugh Davis was a Boy Scout, photographer, zoologist, lecturer, father of two, grandfather 



of four, great-grandfather of nine and friend of many. He was an entrepreneur in the 
grand old tradition of those roadside attraction proprietors of old.”  The Blue Whale Park 
fell into disrepair for a decade but now has been refurbished by the citizens of Catoosa 
with the help of Hampton Inn employees.  They cleaned up the grounds and gave the 
toothy Blue Whale a new bright blue coat of paint.  The Blue Whale is now owned by 
daughter, Dee (Davis) Belt, and her husband, Dick.  It continues to be free of charge 
(suggested contribution for upkeep).  Today It has its own souvenir and concession stand 
open on weekends.  You can visit for a picnic or just to explore Oklahoma’s happy concrete 
mammal, “The Blue Whale” located on Route 66.

Joanne Stadler

RESPONSES
From Marianne and Chuck Canter, we received the following: “We enjoyed the 

newsletter with the article about “Tulsa Homes By Mail.”  There is a Sears Roebuck home 
here in Savannah on Warren Square in the historic district downtown.  It is often pointed 
out on the Trolley Tours as they show the tourists the various sights on the two hour 
tour.  It always gets a laugh because the guide points out that the owner obviously didn’t 
read the directions – the windows in the whole house are put in upside down!  When you 
look at it you can see the dainty decorative trim on the bottom of the windows, and the 
large heavy sills on the top!  The address is 22 Habersham and it is mentioned when 
looking up “Sears Roebuck homes by mail” on the web.” (this is a hoot!  Do forgive us for 
the delay in printing your response - was misplaced in the shuffe – thanks for the 
donation!)

“As always I enjoyed the newsletter.  I knew that building looked familiar, looked it 
up and it is the old Fire Alarm Building, an outstanding art deco piece of architecture 
designed by Leon Senter one of my grandfather’s friends.  I wish they hadn’t demolished 
the old Medical Arts building.  My Grandfather and my father had a plastering and stucco 
company that did all the fancy plaster work at Philbrook, the Philcade and Philtower 
buildings.  He worked with Joe Koeberling who designed Will Rogers school.  As a little 
girl I enjoyed having lunch at Durbin’s Philtower Grill; Granddad had an offce in that 
building.  Then my grandmother would take me shopping and for a soda at Bob Evan’s Drug 
Store. Tulsa in the 30’s was a very upscale place even with the depression going on. I 
hated to see them tear down art deco icons such as the Ritz, Orpheum and Rialto 
theatres.  Thanks for sending me down an art deco memory lane via the internet.” Sent by 
Patty (Fournier) Taylor.      (Thanks for the memories Patty!)

Carol (Barthelmass) Hobock said, “You’ve been doing this newsletter a long time; I 
love getting all the news.  Please change my address: to 18655 W. Bernardo Dr.  Apt. 433, 
San Diego, CA  92127.  E-mail cchpurple@gmail.com.

“Dear Friends, thoughts with Phyllis McGill Williams on the loss of her husband, 
Chuck.  He was 2 years ahead of us and older brother of our Jeannie Williams.  I started 
elementary school with the Williams’ family and became good friends with Phyllis at 
Rogers.  We were “roomies” at OK A & M and Chi Omega sisters.  I have enclosed a page 
about Tulsa from my Dallas newspaper (art deco). Yea, Tulsa!  I always enjoy your news of 
Tulsa and friends, you guys Rock!” from Mary Sue (White) Killam.  (Thanks for the note, 
interesting article about Tulsa’s deco building. We’ll think about using it in one of the 
newsletter!  Thanks for your kind donation Mary Sue – so hard to lose our close friends!)

We received this from Joe Timmons  .   “As I unloaded the dishwasher this rainy a.m., 
I happened to pick up the WR1952 cup. On the bottom I saw it was designed by Ed 
Stadler, which was not surprising! It just reminded me that I wanted to e-mail you a note 
of gratitude for your years of service to the class of '52. Wow, September 3, 2014 – 63 
years ago we were starting our senior year, believe it or not!  Dear Newsletter Gang: 
Your diligent work is certainly a sight for sore eyes when the NEWSLETTER appears in 
the mailbox.  We enjoy every article and particularly the pictures of yore.  Very pleased 

mailto:cchpurple@gmail.com


to be able to share a bit in your endeavors – please keep up the good work.”  (Thank you 
Joe for your generous donation and kind words – yes, many years have passed since Sept. 
1951!)

Jerry Zelinka sent the following: “It is always a good afternoon for me when I 
receive a Will Rogers “Roundup.”  An issue brings Tulsa and the 1950’s back into our house. 
Yes, I said our because we fortunately are still married, having celebrated our 25th 

anniversary a few months back.  Our new address is 3233 Golfside Drive, Naples, FL 34110 
– we are moving into an apartment much smaller than our present large house. 
Something new for me: Had my frst novel published in April, “How To Fall Off A Cliff.”  On 
your computer, if you go to Google and type my name and the book title, you can pull it 
up.  I wrote the book 30+ years ago when I was single.  But I didn’t have the courage to 
see all the reject letters darken my door so the manuscript stayed safely on a garage 
shelf.  I sent a copy to the Tulsa World thinking they might write a review  since the 
setting is mostly in Tulsa. I think it will be in the Tulsa book stores by now.” (Jerry we 
received your response letter in August, we glad to hear from you and I was able to read 
part of the book to Ed at that time.  We enjoyed it! Thanks for thinking of us and your 
donation!  Hey classmates, you might want to check it out!!)

A note from Dick Scott, husband of classmate, Connie Propst Scott     letting us know 
she passed away May 10th, 2014.  She always looked forward to receiving the newsletter. 
In response to the article “Burger Joints in Tulsa” he said they ate at Harden’s the last 
time they were in Tulsa – Very Good! (Thanks Dick for letting us know about Connie - 
know she will be missed.)

Jay Lotven shared with us that he didn’t receive the e-mail copy of the last 
newsletter; we sent him a hard copy (AND thanks Jay for the donation!)

“I received the latest newsletter today and as always, enjoyed reading about Tulsa 
and classmates.  The feature article by Bill and Theresa Northcutt makes me take issue 
with my long time friend, since Sequoyah grade school, Bill.  How can you infer the hot 
dogs from the “Coney Island” in the Tulsa World building at 5-cents each and Webers root 
beer at 11th street drive-in at 15-cents per frosted mug are not better that the Burger 
joints?  Just kidding.  Great article and I enjoyed it!  Thanks to each and everyone of you 
who work to keep us all informed.  You put out a very nice newsletter.  I still write 
quarterly newsletters for my Navy Squadron group and know the work and cost that goes 
into them.  My Squadron reunion this year is in Mobile, AL.  As their leader I spent time 
there and Pensacola, FL at the National Naval Aviation Museum putting together a great 
time for us.  A big part of my heart is still with the guys I few with eons ago.  I turned 
the new decade this year and a few body parts feel 80, but most still feel like I just 
turned 60.?  Our travels are becoming more limited as while in Burma and Viet Nam this 
year June came down with the common L4/L5 back problems.  Many of us are acquainted 
with that.  My best regards to ALL. Memories can eat you up if you let them.  But they 
can also lift you up.  Mine are the uplifting ones, of Tulsa, Will Rogers and the many 
friends who share the same path through this world.”  From  Dan Ragan  .    (Thanks for 
your news Dan, and the generous donation – keeps us going!)

Dana Todd Urman, daughter of classmate, Bill Todd, sent a note saying Bill has 
diffcult days now physically and due in part to the loss of his wife of 56 years, Sue.  (I 
remember her playing the piano for us at one of the reunions as we sang along – anyone 
else remember this?).   “Dana says, class newsletter is pretty neat.  I love hearing stories 
of Dad’s childhood in Tulsa.” (Thanks Dana for sharing the news about Bill and we are so 
sorry to hear about the loss of Bill’s wife, your mom.)

We received a note from Dick Moyer  with a picture of a Medical Offce Building he 
owns that is for sale!!!  The only problem is that, it is in Deming, NM!?!  Here is Dick’s note, 
“I enjoyed the Newsletter today, and very much appreciate you and your crew devoting 
the effort to produce it.  I liked the review of the hamburger joints!  Does anyone 
remember Ike’s Chile Parlor in downtown Tulsa in the late 40’s and 50’s?  Also, somewhere 



near Harvard and 11th St, I worked washing dishes @ Red Ryder’s Café.  There also was a 
hamburger place about Admiral and Harvard that every Friday evening, my Father would 
take us by and pick up 5 –Great Burgers for $1.00 (one dollar).  Wow!”
(Thanks for the nice donation Dick and note.  We’ll see if you have any takers on the 
Offce Building in Deming???)

In response to Janice (Priebe) Windsor’s note in the July  Newsletter about Spartan 
Mobil Homes and Spartan Air Craft Co.’s location we received the following from Jon 
Howard.  “Does anyone remember the town of Dawson?  It was at one time the only way 
to get to Spartan.  Memorial Drive was not completed past 11th street and 11th and 
Memorial was the city dump.  Spartan holds a lot of memories for me.  My father and 
uncle graduated from Spartan School of Aeronautics with Transport Licenses.  Spartan had 
the job of making parts for the Naval Aircraft Plant in Washington D. C.  Some members 
of the RAF (Royal Air Force) trained here and my mother ran a Canteen for them at 15th 

and Peoria across from Lincoln School. I learned something of the King’s English from 
those RAF pilots. “righto” etc. and more about Classical Music than I ever wanted to know. 
On another note, I was sorry to hear about Charley Rowan as I worked for his mother 
and father at their grocery store on 14th between Quincy and Rockford.” (Thank you for 
sharing Jon!  It brought back some good memories.)

Our classmate, Ron Pesha, was honored by having America’s Easternmost Museum 
named for him.  The “Ron Pesha Museum of Lighthouse History” in Lubec, Maine, was 
dedicated last May.  It, along with the West 
Quoddy Head Lighthouse, has drawn over 235,000 
visitors who actually signed in at the Museum’s 
Visitors Center.  They arrived from all 50 states 
and 102 nations and territories since the museum’s 
opening in 2002.  Many more have visited the 
grounds and hiked the trails leading to the 
lighthouse.  Ron was one of the founding members of 
the West Quoddy Head Light Keepers Association and has served as President and 
Secretary of this nonproft group.  He was instrumental in the building of the museum and 
responsible for reducing the cost of the project.  An article appeared in Lighthouse Digest 
magazine’s July-August issue.

On another note, Ron responded to our newsletter article 
“Rogers Early High School” sharing that he had a similar 
experience back in 1951 ( high school students taking college 
courses while in high school). In the Summer of 1951 he passed 
the TU entrance exam and enrolled in a summer course at TU. 
He enjoyed it so much that in September he was a full time 
freshman at TU with no senior year (51–52) at Will Rogers. 
(Wow, way ahead of your time!  Congratulations Ron on the 
Lighthouse honor!!  AND, thanks for the donation!) 

Joanne Stadler
THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

Connie Probst

Edward Purdy Stadler

Elisabeth Swope

DONATIONS
 Thanks again for your generous donations. This time we received them from the 
following classmates:  Robert Hart,  Carol (Barthelmass) Hobock,  Mary Sue (White) 
Killam, Jay Lotven,  Dick Moyer,  Ron Pesha,  Dan Ragan,  Joe Timmons,  Jerry 
Zelinka



ADDRESS CHANGES

Jody (True) Quinton   9524 E. 71st Street  Room 206
Tulsa, OK  74133

Barbara (Rosicka) Montgomery  7921 E 76th Ct.  Apt. 502
     Tulsa, OK  74133

Joe Timmons  New e-mail address  mijtim@gmail.com

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES
Returned Newsletters  -  no forwarding address

Leroy Sandidge 4615 River Close Blvd
Valrico, FL  333956

MYSTERY PICTURE

Picture from other source

The mystery picture in the last issue was of the Tulsa Fire Alarm Building that was 
built in 1931.  I think that I said it was built in 1934, but now Wikipedia says 1931, so take 
your choice.  It was used by the Fire Department until 1984.  It was then left vacant and 
fell into disrepair.  In 1994 it was purchased by Martin Newman, chairman of the Tulsa 
Preservation Commission.  In 2000 the American Lung Association of Oklahoma purchased 
the building as its new headquarters.  After a $5 million fund-raising campaign, the 
renovation of the building was completed in 2005.  The building was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2003. (information from Wikipedia)

This months picture will probably be easy for many of you, but it is a piece of Tulsa 
history.  Can you tell us what is now built in its place?  

IN CLOSING
 We are all saddened by the loss of the leader of our “gang” in September.  Even 
though he wasn't able to be as active in the last year or so, he was always at the head 
of the table during our planning meetings with input and suggestions to make the 
newsletter more attractive and informative.  It was one of his suggestions a while back, 
that changed the “ROUNDUP” logo at the top of the page from black to blue, a much 
more pleasing and appropriate color.  The ideas for a lot of the articles came from Ed. 
Our plan is to continue with the high standards he set and keep this newsletter coming to 
you.  We dedicate this issue to Ed.

Your Newsletter Gang

mailto:mijtim@gmail.com


And Will Rogers says:

“Half our life is spent trying to 
 fnd something to do with the 
 time we have rushed through
 life trying to save.”


